AR

WKMENS*

CENTER\
OF MID-MINNESOTA

Mid-Minnesota Women’s Center

P. O. Box 602

Brainerd, Minnesota 56401

Women ﬁising

(218) 828-1216
Spring / Summer 2010

\

2
xx
\

\
\
\

Marital spat with a weapon
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A recent national headline, “Sheen accused of using weapon /N
in spat with wife,” reveals a common problem with media reports of
domestic violence: the media frequently report domestic assaults as
arguments, spats, or disputes. This particular headline about actor
Charlie Sheen is even more disingenuous since it reports that a weapon may have been
used, yet still refers to the incident as a “spat.” The dictionary defines spat as a “petty quar-
rel” — not in any way comparable to an assault with a weapon.

Most often, one encounters the media referring to a domestic assault as a “domestic
dispute,” which is like calling a robbery a “commercial dispute.” The latter sounds absurd,
and so should the former. As a society, we acknowledge that in a robbery, the person be-
ing robbed was at a disadvantage and had something taken against his or her will. The
media does not frame the crime of robbery in any other way.

But this is typically not the case with domestic violence. The media often minimize
domestic violence by framing incidents as “relationship troubles” or “arguments.” This infers
a degree of partnership and equality in the relationship, something that rarely, if ever, exists
when abuse is rife. And describing domestic violence as “relationship troubles” obscures
the fact that the abuser bears the responsibility for the violence.

A study conducted in the state of Washington reviewed 230 newspaper articles on
(Continued on pagg)
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domestic homicide and found that less than 22% of the articles specifically labeled the inci-
dent as domestic violence.

A Star Tribune report on the domestic homicide of Kathryn Anderson (A Boy f r |

charged with homici de 7 Decefzemg7a2009Windioates that shd e
had been stabbed over 100 times after a “domestic dispute escalated.” The article goes on
to report that the police had responded to previous “domestic disturbances” and quotes a
friend of Anderson’s who said there had been “conflict” between them. Other local news
reported the couple’s “troubled relationship,” and in an unrelated case, a media outlet char-
acterized a murder-suicide as a “love triangle.”

But this is not the real story. The real story is told between the lines of the news re-
ports. It is not one of troubled marriages or relationships or ongoing arguments or disputes.
The real story that rarely gets the headline is of the abusive partner’s controlling, manipulat-
ing, threatening, and physically violent behavior against his partner.

And this is the story that needs to be told. Domestic violence is a widespread com-
munity problem, and it is time the media reports it as such. The courts have made the shift
from viewing domestic violence as a private matter to treating it as a criminal one due in
large part to increased training and education on the topic, and the media need to expand
their understanding of domestic violence so that news coverage can shift as well. More
than 200 Minnesota women have been murdered as a result of domestic violence in the
past decade. We can no longer accept half truths and mischaracterizations of domestic
violence perpetuated by the media. We need accurate coverage where reporters ask in-
formed questions and look at the appropriate law enforcement and court documents to un-
cover the real picture of the relationship, which family, friends, and neighbors — whom the
media love to quote as the “experts” — often can’t or refuse to see. And we need the me-
dia to place the blame squarely on the shoulders of the abuser, not find excuses for the be-
havior, such as the economy, chemical abuse, custody battles, or jealousy.

In 2009, WATCH began working with the Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women
and other battered women’s organizations to lead a statewide effort to improved media re-
port of domestic violence. We will continue this work into the next decade until domestic
violence is fully and adequately reported. Better yet, let's work to make this next decade
the one that puts an end to domestic violence.

By Marna Anderson, Executive Director
WATCH Post Volume 18, Issue 1 Winter 2010
Reprinted with permission
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| trusted your eyes,

that looked at me with such love.

| trusted your mouth,

that spoke to me words so tender.

| trusted your hands,

that held mine so gently in yours.

| trusted your arms, that held me to tightly in a loving embrace.

| trusted your heart,

that showed me a love so genuine and pure.

But now | see the truth that you hid so well with your deceit and lies.

| can no longer trust your eyes, they look at me with such hate.

| can no longer trust your mouth, it yells obscenities that cut to my soul.

|l can no | onger trust your hand, 1tbés pull ed
| can no longer trust your arms, they have angrily pushed me to the ground.

| can no longer trust your heart, it has shown me the evil that really lurks inside.

So now | will rise up and realize that your violence is a reflection of your inadequacies,
your insecurities and your immaturities.
| will once again hold my head up high and walk away with strength and dignity
knowing that you can not break me!
D. Lane 3/28/2010

Saturday, May 1, 2010 Huge
SAM—3PM

Northland Arboretum

Lower Level Just about anything you need or
14250 Conservation Drive Brainerd, MN want!

Name Your Price Sale

Homemade cookies and beverages
available by donation.

Handcrafted dog coats & pet beds by
LOve Me Tender Ruth Putnam ready-made or custom

> . ordered.
§ES Garage Sale
Elizabeth—218-820-6852

A benefit to help battered women and their children. Juhfe—'218-828-0022 or
Sponsored by the Women's Center of Mid-Minnesota anbjulie@qwestoffice.net

For questions or to donate items contact:

my
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2009 FEMICIDE REPORT

The Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women publishes The Femicide Report , a
report on women and children murdered in our state, to educate the public about the le-
thality of domestic violence and child abuse. We report on the murders of women and chil-
dren at the hands of abusers to direct attention to the challenges faced by all who are living
with abuse and as a call to all Minnesotans to come together because it takes the entire
community to end the violence.

In Minnesota in 2009:

At least 15 women were murdered in cases where the suspected, alleged, or convicted
perpetrator was a current or former husband, boyfriend, intimate partner, family member, or
intimates of family members.

At least 10 children under the age of 18 were murdered in cases where the suspected,
alleged, or convicted perpetrator was the father, mother, guardian, or household/family
member of the child, or the perpetrator was the parent’s spouse or intimate partner.

Women who were murdered in cases where the suspected, alleged, or convicted
perpetrator was a current or former husband, boyfriend, or intimate partner or the perpetra-
tor was a family member or household member

January 11 Tina Marie Tracy, age 18—Virginia

January 25 Brittany Givens-Copeland, age 24—Bloomington
February 24 Sharon Kathleen Nyren, age 67—Fairhaven Township
March 5 Jennifer Linnear, age 26  St. Paul

April 5 Marianne Fogolin, age 69—Eagan

April 19 Heather Rose McPherson, age 24—Plymouth
May 2 Tobista Beyena Mokonnen, age 22—Richfield
June 21 Jody Lee Morrow, age 38—Albert Lea

July 30 Erica Ann Wilson, age 38—Circle Pines

August 5 Candice L. Ouellette, age 38—Harris

October 1 Pamela A. Tasachuk, age 48—Lino Lakes
October 2 Lori Roberts, age 48— Doran

November 2 Jean A. Wassenaar, age 67—St. Paul
December 3 Kathryn Rose Anderson, age 19—Morris
December 11 Trudy Kline Propps, age 62—Stillwater

(Continued on pags)
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Children who were murdered in cases where the suspected, alleged, or con-
victed perpetrator was the father, mother, guardian, household/family member of the child,
or the perpetrator was the parent’s spouse or intimate partner.

March 4 Baby Shaw, 2 months—St Paul

March 31 Lulia Leigh Rivera, 15 month—Richfield

June 23 Nicholas Miller, 18 months—Northfield

July 4 Alexander Heikes, 7 weeks—Minneapolis

July 5 Baby Hanson, 2 years—Cannon Falls

July 6 Michael Vonheath Becht, Jr., age 10—South St. Paul
August 22 Jaden Zander Hummel-Smith, age 8 months—Bloomington
August 28 Willie Ervin Franklin IV, 4 months—Golden Valley
September 10 Julian James-Robert Wlilliams, age 2—St. Paul

October 30 Avory Rafferty, 3 months—Ortonville

Remember
thelr names

A Challenge To
Minnesota Communities

We challenge communities to respond to battered
women and their children by investing in funding for safe
shelter and advocacy services; prevention education for
all elementary and secondary students; laws to protect
women and children; effective enforcement of those laws;
and aggressive prosecution of all domestic assault and
prostitution crimes.

Minnesota Coalition For Battered Women
2008 Femicide Report
Web: www.mcbw.org
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Look what $50 and some time
after school can do!

A Huge Thank You to the students who participate in the
Forestview Youth Advisory Council

For constructing and donating fleece blankets
to the Women’s Center.

5th—8th Graders Making A Difference In Our Community

Did you know ? 2?2 ? ?7? 7?7

Now you can make donations to the Women’s Center

with your credit card. It's easy! Just go to our website at
womenscenteronline.org

andclickoni Make A Donati ojn.

You can choose to make a one-time or monthly donation
to support our work to end violence

against women and children.

What are you waiting for?!!

Battered Womends Sur r ou

A self-help group for women who are,

or who have been, involved in an abusive
relationship meets from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.
Child care is provided.

Please call (218) 828-1216 for more information..

o
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WANTED!

Foster Grandmother

Woman, 55 years or older.
Physical description unknown.

Accused of cuddling babies, pl
with toddlers, and listening to teens.

Willing to work 15-20 hours per week
for a small stipend, mil eage,

If you see this woman, encourage her to call

Marcia Ferris (Program Manager, Foster Grandparent &
Senior Companion programs) at 218-839-6650

to turn herself in.

Mid-Mi nnesota Womenodos Center, |l nc.

32 Years of Providing Shelter, Advocacy and Support To Battered Women and Their Children

Can (
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